


Cars per person

 

Which countries have most cars?

The facts
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Britain 28.33 469

France 30.50 500

Germany 46.09 559

Italy 34.67 593

Netherlands 7.09 434

Poland 12.34 323

European Union 25 219.79 476

Russia (2004) 24.09 169

USA (inc SUVs etc) (2004) 228.28 778

Japan (2003) 55.29 433

Australia (2003) 10.42 524

China 21.32   16

India (2004) 9.45     9

  

Car ownership and economic growth continue to be inextricably 
linked in developed and developing countries 

  

In the USA, there are more personal vehicles (cars/SUVs etc) 
than people old enough to drive, and ownership is continuing 

 to grow

  

Britain’s car ownership is about the average for the EU25 but is 
significantly lower than in Italy, Germany and France

Road deaths

Which countries have most road deaths?
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Britain 3,201   5.6

France 5,339   8.8

Germany 5,361   6.5

Netherlands 750   4.6

Poland 5,444 14.3

Spain 4,442 10.3

European Union 25 41,274   9.0

U.S.A. 43,443 14.6

Japan 7,931   6.7

Australia 1,636   8.1

China 98,738   8.1

Russia  (2004) 34,506 24.2

Road deaths

International comparisons
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Road death rate per population

Which countries have most road deaths? (continued)

Want to know more?   
Click here

SOURCES: information from EU Energy & Transport in Figures 
2006, http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/figures/
pocketbook/doc/2006/2006_general_en.pdf

UNECE Road Traffic Accidents  www.unece.org/trans/
main/wp6/pdfdocs/$RAS%202005.pdf

US National Transportation Statistics 2007 www.bts.gov/
publications/national_transportation_statistics/

Austroads Road Facts and national statistical yearbooks.

  

Road deaths are falling in most developed countries but are  
rising where motoring and motorcycling are increasing,  
e.g. Russia and China

  

The safest European countries have a death rate a third  
that of Poland, and 20 per cent of Russia

  

For many years Great Britain had the lowest death rate in  
Europe. Today, Britain has slipped behind Sweden and  
Holland

Length of motorwaysRoads and motorways  2003/2004

Which countries have most roads?  
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Britain 392.3 3.52 15.3

France 1001.0 10.38 19.1

Germany 644.4 12.17 34.1

Italy 815.2 6.53 21.7

Netherlands 125.9 2.34 56.4

Poland 377.7 0.55 1.8

Spain 165.2 10.75 21.2

European Union 25 4792.8 60.22 15.2

USA 6395.7 74.85 8.0

Japan (Expressways) 1177.3 8.08 21.4

Australia (Motorways 2003) 813.0 1.82 0.2

China 1809.8 34.29 3.6

  

Britain has far fewer kilometres of motorway than Spain, 
Germany, France or Italy

  

Spain has one of the most ambitious motorway building 
programmes in Europe, having increased its network  
six-fold in 25 years 

  

Motorway building in China over the past 10 years has  
been at a rate of almost 4,000 km a year
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/figures/pocketbook/doc/2006/2006_general_en.pdf
http://http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/figures/pocketbook/doc/2006/2006_general_en.pdf
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp6/pdfdocs/$RAS%202005.pdf
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp6/pdfdocs/$RAS%202005.pdf
http://www.bts.gov/publications/national_transportation_statistics/
http://www.bts.gov/publications/national_transportation_statistics/
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/15%20International%20comparisons.doc


Guide for readers

 	�

Each two-page spread distils comprehensive data 

and statistics from a number of sources that can be 

accessed via the IAM Motoring Trust website   

www.iamtrust.org.uk: click the ‘Want to know more?’ 

link in the red box.

 	�

All the data summarised here are publicly available 

from sources such as the Department for Transport 

(DfT), Office for National Statistics, Eurostats/European 

Union, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, among 

others. Direct links to the data sources can be made via 

the web version of this summary report.

 	�

Statistics from the DfT mostly relate to Great Britain 

(England, Scotland and Wales), while those from the 

European Union and United Nations mostly refer to the 

United Kingdom (Great Britain and Northern Ireland).

 	�

The way statistics are collected and recorded can lead 

to some inconsistencies, particularly for cars, where 

about a million more are currently classed by body 

type than taxed as Private and Light Goods vehicles. 

 	�

Statistics for local authorities, demographics and freight 

transport are also included on the web version.

 	�

We intend to make IAM Motoring Facts the most 

comprehensive, reliable and up-to-date reference on 

motoring facts, through regular revisions of the  

web version.

 	�

While every effort has been made to ensure the 

accuracy and reliability of the data, readers may find 

errors and inconsistencies. Please alert us to any you 

find by contacting info@iamtrust.org.uk

 	�

Extracts of the information and graphics may be used 

without charge only if IAM Motoring Facts is always 

credited. Reproduction of the entire report is not permitted.
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“ �Permitted 
noise from 
vehicles has 
been reduced 
steadily; today’s 
new lorry is 
quieter than a 
new car made 
before 1982

”

Additional data is available in a number of Annexes. 

To reach these, click on the following links:

Annex Local authority data

Annex Population and general

Annex Freight

A list of web sites that provide transport statistics is 

available by clicking here.

For thos wishing to access the database that 

underpins Motoring Facts, it is available at Database.

“ �Families and 
businesses spend 
ten times more  
on buying their 
cars than the 
government 
spends on roads

”

http://www.iamtrust.org.uk
mailto:info@iamtrust.org.uk
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/16%20Annex%20Local%20authority%20data.doc
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/17%20Annex%20Population%20and%20general.doc
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/18%20Annex%20Freight.doc
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/GUIDE%20TO%20THE%20DATA%20BASE%20071228.doc
http://www.iam.org.uk/Documents/IAM%20MT/Motoring%20Facts/19%20Web%20sites%20for%20data%20080328.doc


DRIVING ROAD SAFETY

www.iam.org.uk

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) was formed in 

1956 to raise driving standards through advanced driver 

and motorcycle rider training and testing. A registered 

charity, wholly owned by its members and financially 

independent, the IAM is the only UK motoring organisation 

to focus solely on road safety.

Its 127,000 members are among the 400,000 drivers and 

riders trained and tested to advanced standards by the IAM. 

Brunel University found that most drivers who received 

advanced coaching developed significantly better safety 

skills, from speed management and cornering, to hazard 

awareness and keener anticipation.

Other IAM road safety initiatives include: 

   

The IAM-Registered Instructor Scheme - recognises and 

encourages the role ADIs (Advanced Driving Instructors) 

can make to road safety through the training of  

new drivers

   

IAM Fleet - a pioneer of fleet risk management and 

professional and occupational driver training to over 

one-thousand companies and organisations 

   

IAM Cycling - helping employers to encourage and 

facilitate cycling, and helping employees to cycle safely

President: Nigel Mansell 

Chairman: David Kenworthy

IAM House, 510 Chiswick High Road, London , W4 5RG

Established in 2007 as the research, policy and advocacy 

arm of IAM, the Trust is an independent voice for 

responsible motoring and road safety research. It is 

undertaking an extensive programme of research; projects 

published in the past year include:

Patron: HRH The Duke of Kent 

Chairman: Colin Skeen 

Director: Neil Greigwww.iamtrust.org.uk

   
Child safety – a guide for parents

   

Rural roads- the biggest killer

   

Star-rating roads for safety

   

Motorcyclists and crash barriers
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http://www.iam.org.uk
http://www.iamtrust.org.uk


The facts

2008
www.iamtrust.org.uk

“  Cars account for 13 per cent 

of all UK CO2 emissions and 

just over half of all emissions 

from domestic transport

”

“  Because they are newer 
and a bigger proportion are 
diesels, company cars average 
more miles per gallon than 
privately owned cars

”

“  Four times as many car drivers under 30 years old are killed in accidents than drivers over 70

”

“   Motorways are a small 

fraction of Britain’s road 

network but carry 20 per cent 

of all traffic

”“   In the USA there are more personal 
vehicles (cars/SUVs etc) than 
people old enough to drive

”

“   Buying and running a car 
accounts for three-quarters of 
average household spending 
on travel

”

“   In 2006, three-quarters 
of the cars built in the UK 
were exported

”

IAM Motoring facts 2008 is commissioned 
and published by the IAM Motoring Trust on 
behalf of IAM

An independent voice for responsible 
motoring and road safety research

IAM Trust 
IAM House 
510 Chiswick High Road 
London W4 5RG

The IAM Motoring Trust is the research, policy and advocacy 

arm of the Institute of Advanced Motorists Limited 

Registration in England 562530 Registered Charity 249002

Dr C G B (Kit) MITCHELL 
Dr Mitchell is an aeronautical engineer who moved from the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough in 1970 to join a team at the then 
Road Research Laboratory studying automatic public transport systems. 
He subsequently managed research on dial-a-bus in Britain and worked 
with operators to implement services in Harlow and the West Midlands.  

He became Head of Access and Mobility Division in 1975 and was 
responsible for research on the effects of transport policies on different 
groups of people.  From 1982, he ran the Environment Divison until he 
retired in 1994.  From the early 1980s, he also ran TRRL’s research on 
transport for disabled people and led the team that produced the DPTAC 
specification for local buses.  

After retirement from TRL, he worked for Transport Canada for a year 
as a Visiting Expert, advising on the implications of ITS for elderly 
and disabled travellers.  Subsequently he has helped the European 
Commission with the evaluation and review of intelligent vehicle 
projects.  He co-chairs the Tansport Research Board (TRB) Committee 
on Accessible Transportation and Mobility, and is a member of the TRB 
Committee on the Safe Mobility of Older Persons. 

View the full report at:
www.iamtrust.org.uk
Research by Dr Kit Mitchell

Summary report by Bert 
Morris and Dr Kit Mitchell 

Design by Mooshmedia 
Marketing Ltd

www.iamtrust.org.uk


